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New Life Emerges from Murky Waters

A lonewhite dove hovered cwver
14 believers as they were immersed
into the mmdey waters of the Jordan
River recently, foll swing Jesus in
baptism. “What was amazing,” sa
Pastor Richard Mirpud from the Gford
of Grace (Alliance) Churds in Chicago,
inois, whe led the group on atourin
Istael, “Is that they were not believers
before the tour™

This 1s not the first [srael tour that
Rew Mirpun has led. [n 2005, Word of

Grace, a Flipine-American ministry in

the Midwest Distiiet, jolned a global,
ETassIoots Mevement, foolsing prayer
and atterrion on the M'lddlenﬁ ast-
specifically Jemisalem Sincethen, Rew
Mimpur has led several groups to the
Holy Land for a prayer pilgrimage and
Bile tour, '1n'1t'la]F}r amnone mermnbers
of the dhurch. This year, there were 27
art'lcétp ants, mduding people from
amada, the Philippines, Mew York,
and California,

Several of the participants were
from Chicago’s Filipine commmnity

who are not members of the Word
of (5race but learned about the trip
from an artice by Rew Mirpuri thar
was published in alocal Flipine
comImi ity newspaper, in which he
pens a regilar column,

“l met the participants, the
majortty of whorm were unbd levers,
during the 2011 Day of Prayer for
the Peace of Jenisalemn, when they
siened up for the tour” says Mipuri,
v&ﬁr-; uses the tours as an evangelistic
tool. Before visiting the Jordan River,
he eplains the gospel message and
challenges the participants to consider
a rdatlomship with Jesus Christ

“Dharing this last tip, sl most
all of the un%el'lﬁrers in the group
mmendered their lives to Jesms and
wertt through the waters of baptism for
the very first time at the Jordan River"
says Rev Mipuri

“What Is so cool 15 thar during
this occaston, the white dove came cut
of nowhere after the people emerzed
from the water. The dove hovered over
the Word of Grace proup, even while
there were cther proups in the warer
for baptistn at the same time. This
left such an impression upon the new
believers that many of them operly
wept through the whele event.”

One participant, a bisiness
exective Frorn the Philippines,
e-maled Rev Mipun after thetrip,
saving, “The Bible & so alive to me As
[ read, especially the gospels, my mind
brings me bade to the very places we
vistted during our trip, Chostianity will
never be the same to me again”

Alliance—100 Years in Vietham

The Tin Lanh ("Good News”)
Church of Vietnam celebrated 100 years of
ministry in June. The festivities took place
June 14-16 in Da Nang City, Vietnam,
with U.S. C&MA President Dr. Gary
Benedict speaking at the event. Dt Tom
Stebbins, a former international worker to
Vietnam—whose sister Ruth Thompson
and her husband, Bd, were killed in the
Tet Offensive—also spoke.

In 1968, Communist forces
invaded the Banmethuot Leprosy Center,
ki]ling five Alliance workers and a
volunteer layman. When Vietnam fell to
Communist control in 1975, The Alliance
had established a national church with a
membership of 53,000. At that time, the
Vietnamese government took possession
of the buildings and land belonging to the
Tourane Bible School/seminary.

For the next 28 years, believers were
not pcrmittcd to train for ministry. Yet
God continued to multiply and build
His church, sustaining it supernamrally.
Alliance workers, Vietnamese nationals,
and laypcoplc who gave up their lives for
the gospcl during the 1960s did not die in
vain. Because of their sacrifice, the church
in Vietnam has grown to more than
800,000 believers.

In April 2001, the government of
Vietnam officially recognized the Tin Lanh
Church as a legal entity. Today; the Tin
Lanh Church is the largest Alliance-related
Body in the wodd.

Extreme Challenges

Awia was desperate. Fourteen-year-old
Fatoumata, her only child, was gravely ill.
When Awa brought her to the hospital,
the teenager was wasting away. Despite
constandy eating and dr'mking, she
didnt have any strength to get out of
bed. Thankfully; we were able to identfy
Fatoumata’s illness. She is the first juvenile
(insulin-dependent) diabetic that we've
diagnosed here.,

W asked the family to pay the first
$100 as an investment in Fatoumata’s care,
and then we offered to cover the rest of her
future expenses through our work fund.
Within a few days of starting insulin, life
returned to Fatoumatas countenance.

Childhood-onset diabetes is an
illness that requires extreme exactitude—a
controlled diet, precise quantities of
refrigcratcd insulin 'Lnjected at least twice
a day, and blood sugars analyzed and
'Lnterprctcd to make necessary insulin
dosage adjustmcnts. Now imagine that
scenario taking place in one of the poorest
countries of the word, where patients
and their relatives are mostly illicerate,
elcctricity is rare, and food avaﬂabﬂity
dcpends upon the time of the year in
relation to the harvest.

During the past four months,
Fatoumata has learned to read; she’s
also been trained to give herself insulin
shots, and check her blood sugar levels.
She now desires to follow Christ, and
even wants to change her name to
Elizabeth—an outward sign of her
inward change.

with whom they share the gospel.

< Thark you for praving for Alliance workers and for the people >

To receive The Alliance Call to Prayer electroniclly, contact
webmaster@cmalliance.org..
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